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REMARKS 

Claims 22-72 are now pending in the Application. Claims 53, 54 and 60 were allowed, 
claims 22-26, 28-51, 55-59 and 62-72 were rejected, and claims 52 and 61 were objected to in 
the Office action mailed November 27, 2006. Claims 22-51, 55-59, and 62-72 are cancelled, 
without prejudice, and new claims 73-143 are added by this response. Claims 52, 60, 61, 100, 
1 12, 122 and 134 are independent claims. Claims 53, 54 and 73-81, claims 82-90, claims 91-99, 
claims 101-111, claims 113-121, claims 123-133 and claims 135-143 depend, respectively, from 
independent claims 52, 60, 61, 100,112, 122 and 134. 

The Applicants respectfiilly request reconsideration of pending claims 52-54, 60 and 61, 
and consideration of new claims 73-143, in view of the following remarks. 

Objections to Claims 

Applicants' representative expresses appreciation for the opportunity to discuss details of 
the Office action with Examiner Ian N. Moore during a telephone call of April 24, 2007. Upon 
consideration, Examiner Moore agreed to withdraw the objections related to the language 
"operably coupled to", as recited in claims 62 and 68, and the language "operable to", as recited 
in claim 63. 

Claims 52, 61, 62, 63 and 68 were objected to due to informalities. Claims 52 and 61 have 
been amended to overcome the objections, and claims 62, 63 and 68 have been cancelled, without 
prejudice. The Examiner agreed to withdraw the objection to claim 63 during the telephone 
conference of April 24, 2007. 

Applicants respectfully request, therefore, that the objections to claims 52 and 61 be 
withdrawn. 

Rejection of Claims 

With regard to the rejections of cancelled claims 22-51, 55-59, and 62-72 under 35 
U.S.C. §112, first paragraph, 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) and (e), and 35 U.S.C. 103(a), Applicants 
respectfiilly submit that the various rejections of claims 22-51, 55-59, and 62-72 have been 
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rendered moot by cancellation of claims 22-51, 55-59 and 62-72. Applicants respectfully request 
that the rejections be withdrawn. 

Non-Statutory Obviousness-Type Double Patenting 

Claims 22, 32, 62 and 68 were rejected under the judicially created doctrine of 
obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claim 1 of Kubler et al. (U.S. Patent 
No. 5,726,984, hereinafter "Kubler"). Applicants do not agree with the Examiner's rejection. 
However, the Applicants respectfiiUy submit that the rejection of cancelled claims 22, 32, 62 and 
68 is now rendered moot in view of their cancellation. Applicants respectfully request that the 
obviousness-type double patenting rejection be withdrawn. 

Newly Added Claims 

Applicants have added new claims 73-143. Applicant respectfully submits that new claims 
73-81, 82-90, 91-99, depend from allowable claims 52, 60 and 61, respectively, and are therefore 
also allowable. AppUcant beheves that new independent claims 100, 112, 122 and 134 are 
allowable, in that they are similar in many respects to existing claims 52 and 60 and recite similar 
limitations. Because new dependent claims 101-111, 113-121, 123-133, and 135-143 depend, 
respectively, fi'om allowable claims 100, 1 12, 122, and 134, Apphcants respectfully submit that they 
too, are allowable. 

Apphcants respectfully submit that no new matter is added by these new claims. 
Conclusion 

Applicants have cancelled claims 22-51, 55-59, and 62-72, without prejudice, and hereby 
expressly reserve the right to present cancelled claims 22-51, 55-59, and 62-72 in a continuing 
application at a later time. 

In general, the Office Action makes various statements regarding claims 22-72 and the 
cited references that are now moot in light of the above. Thus, Applicants will not address such 
statements at the present time. However, Applicants expressly reserve the right to challenge 
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such statements in the future should the need arise (e.g., if such statements should become 
relevant by appearing in a rejection of any current or future claim). 

Applicants' representative beheves that all of claims 52-54, 60, 61, and 73-143 are in 
condition for allowance. Should the Examiner disagree or have any questions regarding this 
submission, the Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned at (312) 775-8000 for an 

interview. 



A Notice of Allowability is courteously solicited. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees associated with this 
communication, or credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 13-0017. 

Respectfully submitted. 



Dated: April 27, 2007 /Kevin E. Bore/ 

Kevin E. Borg 
Reg. No. 5 1,486 

McANDREWS, HELD & MALLOY, LTD. 
500 West Madison Street 
Suite 3400 

Chicago, Illinois 60661 
Phone (312) 775-8000 
Facsimile (312) 775-8100 
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